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Hightlights of some  MCNAa  events -programs -offerings  
 

harbor cruise, Boston, MA  
by Burne Stanley 

 
n Saturday, October 15, 2011 the MCNAA Fundraising 
Cruise took tÏ ÔÈÅ Ȱ"ÏÓÔÏÎ (ÁÒÂÏÒȱ ×ÉÔÈ ÆÒÉÅnds and 
members.  Supporters came from as far away as 

Connecticut, Rhode Island, New Hampshire and Maine to 
make sure the cruise was a successful fundraiser for the 
Mass. Center for Native American Awareness. The following 
quotes and photos tell it all.  Thank you to those who came 
and supported the event; and to those who bought tickets 
ÂÕÔ ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÍÁËÅ ÉÔȢ   
 
Ȱ9ÅÓÔÅÒÄÁÙ΄Ó -#.!! "ÏÓÔÏÎ (ÁÒÂÏÒ &ÕÎÄÒÁÉÓÉÎÇ #ÒÕÉÓÅ ×ÁÓ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓȢ 'ÏÏÄ ÆÏÏÄȟ ÇÏÏÄ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȟ 
fun dancing to 70s, 80s, 90s and 2000's music, beautiful Native drumming. And Hawk gave a beautiful 
blessing and prayer. Lovely event!  Proud to be a Board Member of this wonderful organization!  Dawn 
Duncan.ò 

O 



 

 

 Ȱ) ÈÁÄ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ÔÉÍÅ ÁÎÄ ÍÙ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÌÏÖÅÄ ÉÔȢ 7Å ÁÌÌ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÄÏ Ét again, especially when it turned out to be 
such a lovely day after all that rain! It was nice to have the option of staying on deck and seeing the 

harbor and 
Boston, listening 
to the drum on 
the second floor 
while the breeze 
came in the 
doors, or 
dancing below.  
It was successful 
and fun and 

ÃÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ Á ÍÏÎÅÙ ÍÁËÅÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÔÕÒÅ ÁÆÔÅÒ ×ÏÒÄ ÏÆ ÍÏÕÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÍÅ Ô×ÅÁËÉÎÇȦ #ÌÁÕÄÉÁ &ÏØ 4ÒÅÅȢȱ 
 
Ȱ(Éȟ ×Å ×ÅÒÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÕÉÓÅ ɉÖÉÓÉÔÏÒÓ ÆÒÏÍ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁɊ ÁÎÄ ÊÕÓÔ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÓÁÙ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ÇÒÅÁÔȦ )Ô ×ÁÓÎȭÔ ×ÈÁÔ ×Å 
expected based on the secondhand information we got, but we had a terrific time and are really glad we 
went. We felt very welcomed, and enjoyed it immensely, and that includes a 19-year-old daughter who 
can be quite hard to impress! I hope it was successful as a fundraiser ɀ it certainly succeeded as a 
ȰÆÒÉÅÎÄ-ÒÁÉÓÅÒȱ ÁÓ ) ÁÌÓÏ ÈÅÁÒ ÉÔ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÄȢ ȱ   
 
 
 

Successful fundraising Auction & luncheon, middleboro, ma  
by Burne Stanley 

 

ur annual Auction & Luncheon, held on Saturday, November 5, 2011 was another successful 
fundraiser.  A hot buffet was offered consisting of rice pilaf, meatballs in gravy, turkey 
sausage, wing dings, bar-b-que chicken, pies, coffee, soda, and bottled water. A special 

drawing was held for those who paid for their tickets in advance.  This helped us plan a little better 
for seating and food. The following comments tell the whole story. 
 
ñIt was truly a great pleasure to share the afternoon with you all. I met some delightfully interesting 
people. The moderator did a marvelous job of conducting the event, introducing all, and was a most 
skillful auctioneer. The invocation was deeply moving, the emphasis on the natural and spiritual 
dimensions of life touched me for its simple truth, its profound understanding of Mother Earth. As part 
of the Western culture that has for so long violated Mother Earth, I am so grateful for Native American 
wisdom, the instinctual appreciation of WHAT REALLY MATTERS. I pray that this wisdom may have a 
renaissance, and lead us once again beyond the hollow consumerism and acquisitiveness that is killing 
ÔÈÅ ÆÁÂÒÉÃ ÏÆ ÌÉÆÅȢ  4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕȟ ÔÈÁÎË ÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÙÏÕ ÆÏÒ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ÁÆÔÅÒÎÏÏÎȢ &ÁÙÅ 'ÅÏÒÇÅȢȱ 
 

 ñIt was great to meet you yesterday! Thank you so much for 
the very warm welcome and hospitality you gave us yesterday. 
We all had a wonderful time and are so very glad we went. I 
now have a better idea of the variety of things for the silent 
auction, so I will be able to contribute more next time. Thanks 
again for making us all feel so welcome and a part of the 
group. When we left, 4-1/2 year old granddaughter Cheyanne 
said, "That was a really fun party!  Shauna Manning." 

O 



 

 

Ȱ)Ô ×ÁÓ Á ÐÌÅÁÓÕÒÅ ÔÏ ÁÔÔÅÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÌÕÎÃÈÅÏÎȢ 7Å ÍÅÔ ÏÌÄ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓȟ 
and I made some new ones. I can't wait for your next event. Your 
ÔÅÁÍ ÉÓ ÔÅÒÒÉÆÉÃȦ  $Á×Î "ÌÁËÅȢȱ   

 
ñI had a splendid time and what a great day it was weather wise 
for all to come out. All the hard work that you and everyone else 
put in did not go un-noticed or unappreciated. All the best and 
ÃÏÎÇÒÁÔÕÌÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÎ Á ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÆÕÌ ÆÕÎÄÒÁÉÓÅÒȢ /ÊÅÔÔÁ 3ÉÌÁÓȢȱ  

 

 
NAT½L Native American heritage day pow -wow  
BRIDGEWATER, ma 
by Joyce Rain Anderson 
 

n November 13, 2011 in the Kelly Gym, Bridgewater State University (BSU) and the Mass. 
Center for Native American Awareness (MCNAA) held the National Native American Heritage 
Month Powwow. This is the third year the powwow has been located at BSU and, once 

again, it was an amazing day.  We arrived at 7:30 a.m. to set up and at 11:00 the crowd began to fill 
the gym now transformed to Native space. The powwow featured four drums: Iron River, Eastern 
Medicine, Urban Thunder and Eastern Suns. Also featured were the Wampanoag Nation Singers and 
Dancers, a teacher education workshop by Claudia Fox Tree, and a pottery demonstration by Kerri-
Helme-Boardley. These all served to provide the public with a better understanding of the rich and 
continuous heritage of Native peoples as well as to discuss the (mis) representations of Natives. 
 
Both Deborah Spears Moorehead and  Kerri Helme-Boardley had their artwork for sale among the 
dozens of Native vendors. More than 300 people came including MCNAA members, students from 
Anna Maria College, Suffolk University, Wheaton College and Stonehill College as well as BSU 
students, faculty and staff. Many Native peoples who are BSU alumni are delighted to have this 
powwow at their alma mater. We look forward to the pow-wow in November 2012.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Ȱ *ÕÓÔ Á ÑÕÉÃË ÎÏÔÅ ÔÏ ÌÅÔ ÙÏÕ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÃÅÎÔ ÐÏ××Ï× ÁÔ "ÒÉÄÇÅ×ÁÔÅÒ 3ÔÁÔÅ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ×ÁÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÓÔ 
New England powwows. The music was spectacular and it was a wonderful display of great dancing.  It was a 
pleasure attending.  Congratulations to you and your committee.  Paul Bullock.ò    
 

O 

Wampanoag artist Kerri Helme-Boardley           Eastern Suns Drummers/Singers                 Marlene Lopez & Victoria Oakes
  
 

 



 

 

MCNAA½S SOCIAL ASSISTANCE - Needy Fund  

here are many human service agencies offering assistance to those in need, but the Social 
Assistance-Needy Fund of the Massachusetts Center for Native American Awareness (MCNAA) 
provides assistance for a host of immediate, short-term emergencies for our Native 

constituents during the holidays and throughout the winter season. 
  
Since 1989, this Fund has been helping Native families and Elders with food, utility/heating bills, 
emergency housing, and other basic needs.  Often times, a needy family is over the eligibility income 
line by just $100 and declined services through other agencies so this is where MCNAA is able to 
make a big impact toward helping those in need. No cash is given to the recipients. Instead, MCNAA 
pays the vendors directly. It is our hope that in the future other services will be added to this 
program that include rent, mortgage payments, and other short-term emergencies. 
 
!ÌÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÎÄÓ ÒÁÉÓÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÆÕÎÄ ÃÏÍÅ ÅØÃÌÕÓÉÖÅÌÙ ÆÒÏÍ -#.!!ȭÓ ÍÁÎÙ ÆÕÎÄÒÁÉÓÅÒÓ ÈÅÌÄ 
throughout the year, from supportive individuals and MCNAA Members.  As you read in the previous 
articles, MCNAA has stepped up its fundraising efforts so that it can do its part to continue to help 
ÔÈÏÓÅ ÉÎ ÎÅÅÄȢ  0ÅÏÐÌÅ ÈÅÌÐÉÎÇ 0ÅÏÐÌÅȣȢÔÈÁÔȭÓ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ &ÕÎÄ ÉÓ ÁÌÌ ÁÂÏÕÔȢ 
 
There are still needy families out there. We have a list of those in need of food, help with paying their 
fuel bill, and other basic needs. If you have internet access, you can contribute to this Fund by going 
to our website: www.mcnaa.org and clicking on the gold DONATE button.  Or you can mail a check or 
money order to us and include a note in the mailing. Please mail your tax deductible donation to: 
 
Massachusetts Center for Native American Awareness, Inc. 
ATTN:  Social Assistance - Needy Fund 
P.O. Box 5885 
Boston, MA  021114-5885   
 

 
ClAUDIA½S EDUCATIONAL WORKSHOP & DISCUSSIONS FROM OUR 
November pow -wow  
by Claudia Fox Tree 
 

his is an ongoing column about the educational workshops presented by me (Claudia Fox Tree) 
at the pow wows for the Mass. Center for Native American Awareness. The recent November 
2011 workshop held in Bridgewater at the Annual Native American Heritage Month pow wow 

×ÁÓ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓ Á ÓÁÍÐÌÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÏÐÉÃÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÁÎ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÙ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÉÎÇ ȰÌÁÎÇÕÁÇÅ 
ÃÁÒÄÓȢȱ  !Ó Á ÑÕÉÃË ÒÅÍÉÎÄÅÒȟ ) ÈÁÖÅ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÄ ÃÁÒÄÓ ×ÉÔÈ Æour sets of words and phrases. The cards 
provide a point of departure for group conversations and then a question/answer time with me. I 
refer folks back to the 2011 issue of Turtle Talk for a detailed description of the activity, the process 
for conversation, and a short discussion of the following words and phrases: legend, Tonto, 
Westward Expansion, primitive, I'm part Indian, Boriqua/en, Diné, AIM (American Indian Movement), 
smudge, Tisquantum (Squanto's name), regalia, tobacco, low man on the totem pole, and acting like 
a bunch of wild Indians. 
 

T 

T 

http://www.mcnaa.org/


 

 

ü The "name cards" have words that are 
used to describe Native People.  This 
conversation is about when one would use 
which word, or what words should be 
explained before being used (or not used at 
all), and why getting to the Nation's own 
name for themselves is a good idea. At 
Bridgewater, one name we discussed was 
Mexican.  It is important to consider at least 
two things when using this name.  First, it 
does not describe all people from the 
historical region kno×Î ÁÓ Ȱ-ÅØÉÃÏȢȱ 5ÎÔÉÌ 
ΣΪΤΣȟ Ȱ-ÅØÉÃÏȱ ×ÁÓ Á ÃÏÌÏÎÙ ÏÆ 3ÐÁÉÎ ÁÎÄ 
included diverse indigenous groups, such as 
the Aztec, but also the plains region. In 1846, 
the Mexican American War ended with 
Mexico ceding almost half of its territory to 
the United States (the plains region). Second, 
people who identify as Mexican are multiracial 
with a mix of at least an indigenous nation 
ancestor and also a Spanish ancestor. It also 
ÃÁÕÓÅÓ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÎË ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ȰÈÙÐÈÅÎÁÔÅÄ 
!ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎȢȱ  7ÈÅÎ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÉÎÇ Á 5Ȣ3Ȣ 
permanent resident or citizen and his or her 
ethnic origin, use the noun without the 
hyphen to denote current group membership, 
such as, African American or Mexican 
American. In compound phrases, where the 
term is used as an adjective, use a hyphen as 
in French-Canadian folklore. Some people see 
a pejorative connotation to using a hyphen in 
part because of Theodore Roosevelt's 
denunciation in 1915 of "hyphenated 
Americans," referring to people who did not 
join the American mainstream.  Of course, this 
statement misses the point about 
ȰÈÙÐÈÅÎÁÔÅÄ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎÓȟȱ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÈÏ ×ÅÒÅ 
not allowed to be or seen as part of American 
mainstream. 
 
ü The "text and media cards" have words 
that are "problematic." These words are seen 
and heard in textbooks, novels, movies, 
commercials, and cartoons, to name a few 
areas. At Bridgewater, some of the words we 
talked about were immigration, medicine 
man, and redskins. The word immigration is a 
concern because there has been involuntary 

immigration, such as African slavery, and 
involuntary migration, such as The Trail of 
Tears.  There have also been voluntary 
migratory movements as nations followed 
ÈÅÒÄÓ ÏÆ ÁÎÉÍÁÌÓȢ  -ÁÎÙ .ÁÔÉÖÅ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎȭÓ 
ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅ Ȱ×Å ÈÁÖÅ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÈÅÒÅȟȱ ÓÏ 
imposing an immigration story into their origin 
ÓÔÏÒÙ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÍÁËÅ ÓÅÎÓÅȢ  !Ìso, worldwide, 
most educated people believe everyone 
immigrated from somewhere (some say we 
are all from Africa).  However, we say 
someone from England is English/British and 
not Angles, Saxons, or Jutes (the people who 
immigrated to England), so we should likewise 
say Native North/South Americans are from 
the western hemisphere, and not try to search 
for another immigration story.  
 
A problem with the word medicine man is that 
the term has acquired derogatory overtones 
from Hollywood B-movies about Native 
!ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎÓ ɉÊÕÓÔ ÁÓ Ȱ×ÉÔÃÈ ÄÏÃÔÏÒȱ ÈÁÓ ÔÈÏÓÅ 
overtones in Hollywood movies about Africa).  
4ÈÅ ÔÅÒÍ ÄÏÅÓ ÒÅÆÌÅÃÔ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÉÂÁÌ ÈÅÁÌÅÒȭÓ 
knowledge of hundreds or herbal remedies 
that were unknown to white settlers.  The 
word Shaman, meaning a mediator between 
the world of spirits and that of humans and 
animals has issues as well, though it is a 
ÐÒÅÆÅÒÒÅÄ ÔÅÒÍ ÔÏ ȰÍÅÄÉÃÉÎÅ ÍÁÎȾ×ÏÍÁÎȱ 
ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÔÔÅÒ ×ÏÒÄȭÓ ÌÉÍÉÔÅÄ ÃÏÎÃÅÐÔ 
ÏÆ ÈÅÁÌÉÎÇ ÉÍÐÌÉÅÄ ÂÙ ȰÍÅÄÉÃÉÎÅȢȱ 4ÈÅ 3ÈÁÍÁÎ 
had functions involving political power, which 
varied from group to group.  The Shaman was 
associated with bringing success (as in a hunt) 
or healing energy. In addition, the term 
Shaman is an anthropological term referring 
to a range of beliefs and practices and 
ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÔÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 4ÕÒËÉÃ ×ÏÒÄ Ĥamán, the 
term for such a practitioner, in ancient Siberia.  
Originally, Shamans were known as "priests" 
in the region of where Turko-Tarter, or 
Mongolic languages are spoken.   
 
It is preferable to use the actual Native 
.ÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌȾÁÕÔÈÅÎÔÉÃ ÎÁÍÅ ÆÏr their 
healer, like the term behique for the Taino 
.ÁÔÉÏÎȢ 4ÈÅ ÔÅÒÍ ȰÒÅÄ ÓËÉÎÓȱ ÃÏÍÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 



 

 

trappers who would tell the trading post 
owner that they had four bearskins, a couple 
ÏÆ ÂÅÁÖÅÒ ÓËÉÎÓȟ Á ÆÅ× ÄÅÅÒ ÓËÉÎÓȣ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÍÅ 
"redskins." The term became shorthand for 
the bloody mess that one saw when looking at 
the scalp of a Native American, a skin, just like 
an animal. In addition, Euro-American 
governments encouraged the practice of 
scalping among their Native American allies 
during times of war and issued bounties to be 
paid to whites for scalping Native Americans. 
For example, in 1706 the governor of 
Pennsylvania offered 130 pieces of eight for 
the scalp of any Native American male over 
twelve years of age and 50 pieces of eight for 
a woman's scalp. Because it was impossible 
for those who paid the bounty to determine 
the sex, and sometimes the age, of the victim 
from the scalp alone, killing non-combatant 
Native Americans, including women and 
children, became a way to make money.  The 
bounties led to an escalation of intertribal 
warfare and scalping.  
 
ü The "phrase cards" have expressions that 
one might read in magazines or books or hear 
on television or in social situations. This 
conversation can be about the problems with 
the phrase, a larger stereotypical context, or a 
piece of history that is captured in the phrase. 
At Bridgewater, some of the expressions we 
talked about were I had a dream last and 
!ÐÒÉÌȭÓ &ÏÏÌȭÓ $ÁÙȢ 4ÈÅ ÐÈÒÁÓÅȟ ) ÈÁÄ Á ÄÒÅÁÍ 
last night, is prompted by the stereotype that 
Native People can interpret dreams.  While 
dreams may be more or less important to 
different Native American nations, their 
interpretation is a broad as from Freud to Diné 
to Arawak.  The significance of animals or 
other elements of a dream are closely related 
to the culture that is interpreting the meaning.  
4ÈÅ ÏÒÉÇÉÎ ÏÆ !ÐÒÉÌ &ÏÏÌȭÓ $ÁÙ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔ ÔÏ 
have been with the change of the calendar in 
the Christian world by Pope Gregory in 1562. 
The New Year had previously been celebrated 
at the end of March (Spring Equinox when the 
Earth is fertile and exploding with life). The 
remnants are seen in our present-day calendar 

system:  March = 1st Month of the year, April = 
2nd, May = 3rd, June = 4th, July = 5th, August 
= 6th, Sept = 7th, Oct = 8th, Nov = 9th, Dec(i) = 
10th, Jan = 11th, Feb = 12th, and then the New 
Year starts again.  With the adoption of the 
Gregorian calendar during the 1500s, the New 
9ÅÁÒ ÍÏÖÅÄ ÔÏ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ΣȢ .Å× 9ÅÁÒȭÓ $ÁÙ ×ÁÓ 
celebrated then, as it is now, with dancing and 
parties. Some continued to celebrate the New 
Year from Spring Equinox until April 1. 
According to the most widely believed origin 
for April Fools' Day, those who could be 
tricked into believing April 1 was still the 
proper day to celebrate the New Year were 
ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Ȱ!ÐÒÉÌ ÆÏÏÌÓȱ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÁÎËs were played on 
them. 
 
ü The "culture cards" have words that are 
meaningful to Native Americans. If people 
know the meaning and significance of these 
words, then they are more likely to be "in 
touch with that culture." I choose some words 
that are common across Native Nations, and 
others that are specific to a particular Nation, 
to give participants a taste of culturally 
relevant terminology. At Bridgewater, we 
discussed the words regalia and sovereignty.  
The word regalia is the most acceptable 
expression in this area of the country for what 
Native People wear.  The word costume refers 
to something someone wears when they want 
to pretend to be someone/thing else, like in a 
play, for Halloween, or for pretend games.  
Regalia, traditional clothing, ceremonial dress, 
or outfit are other appropriate terms for what 
people from an ethnic group wear when they 
are being themselves.  One other note when 
wearing a costume: we cannot assume that it 
is even possible to represent an entire culture 
by one costume. The word sovereignty is 
about independence from external control. 
The question of status in relationship to the 
United States continues to be debated among 
current and former U.S. territorial 
possessions, such as Hawaii, Guam and Puerto 
Rico, and also Native American nations. In the 
case of Native American nations, many assert 
their sovereignty based on having entered 



 

 

into treaties (international agreements) with 
the United States. The U.S. government only 
enters treaties with sovereign Nations, not 
individuals, organizations, or corporations. 
Closely related to sovereignty is the ability to 

be self-reliant and have a sustainable 
agricultural industry, herding/animal breeding 
program, and technologies (wind, water, sun) 
independent from the United States.   

 

To take part in one of the 2012 workshops or to get more information, please contact me at 
cfoxtree@gmail.com.   

 
 
Wheelock College Mini -Pow wow  
by Burne Stanley 
 

n Tuesday, November 29, 2011 from 7-9 PM, the Massachusetts Center for Native American 
Awareness presented a mini pow-wow at Wheelock.  The pow-wow was sponsored by 
ALANA - The African, Latino, Asian, Native American Association at the College. 

 
Our host drum was Urban Thunder Singers and our emcee was Justin Beatty. The program included 
intertribal and inter-active dancing with students and guests.  The emcee kept the program 
informative and interesting and described the dances in full. During the break, Claudia Fox Tree, 
Professional Educator ɀ presented a cultural-educational workshop for students and all interested 
people.  
 
4ÈÉÓ ×ÁÓ ÁÎ ÉÎÔÅÒÁÃÔÉÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÇÁÇÉÎÇ ÅÖÅÎÔȣȢÏÎÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÔÏ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅ ÉÎ ÁÌÌ 
ÁÓÐÅÃÔÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍȢ 7Å ÈÁÄ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ÔÉÍÅ ÁÎÄ ÌÏÏË ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÎÅØÔ ÙÅÁÒÓȭ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ there.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

O 

 
 

Give Thanks to Unknown Blessings already on their Way! 

Claudia Fox Tree and Wheelock Students               TraditiÏÎÁÌ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ $ÁÎÃÅ 

mailto:cfoxtree@gmail.com


 

 

 

Membership Expiration Notice 
 

On the mailing label you will find a date above your name.  This is the date that your membership 
expires/expired. If your membership has already expired, please show your support by renewing 
today. Save us a stamp and mail in the attached application. If your membership is current, please 
do nothing until the date draws nearer.  If you receive the newsletter via e-ÍÁÉÌ ÁÎÄ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ 
your expiration date, please look at your membership card for the month in the right-hand corner or 
e-mail us for that information. Thank you!   

 

Saturday, Jan. 21, 2012  11 am-3 pm 

Winter Survival Skills 

Throughout the day on the Farmstead, Head Curator Steve Cook demonstrates 
winter survival skills commonly used in the past, including starting fires, dried and 
smoked food preparation, and identifying animal tracks. At 2:30 pm in the 
Auditorium, watch John Houston's documentary, Diet of Souls, about the Inuit's 
relationship with the animals he hunts. (48 min.) Free with Museum admission, free to Museum 
members. 

Saturday, Jan. 21, 2012  11:30 am 

Meet the Author:  
Larry Spotted Crow Mann 

Larry Spotted Crow Mann (Nipmuc) talks about his book, Tales from the Whispering 
Basket, and his inspiration for writing the stories. Buy a copy for yourself or as a gift 
and get it autographed. In the Research Library, ages 14 and older due to mature content. Free. 
Snow date is Jan. 28. 

Saturday, Jan. 21, 2012  1 pm-2 pm 

Finding Winter Food 

Join Senior Researcher Dr. Jason Mancini to identify and locate important foods for 
winter survival. Food and beverage samples provided. Dress appropriately and 
bring snowshoes if there is snow. The ethnobotany walk begins on the Farmstead. 
Limited to 25. Free with Museum admission, free to Museum members. Call (800) 
411-9671 or email seleazer@mptn-nsn.gov by Jan. 20 to register.   

 

 

mailto:seleazer@mptn-nsn.gov


 

 

                 
 

Upcoming Exhibit  
 

 
 

Shapeshifting: Transformations in Native American Art On view 
January 14, 2012 to April 29, 2012 
 
Located in the: Special Exhibition Galleries of the Museum 
 
Shapeshifting celebrates Native American ideas that have crossed time and space to be continuously 
refreshed with new concepts and expressions. Experience this vitality through sculpture, paintings, 
ceramics, textiles, photographs, videos and monumental installations drawn from collections in the 
United States, Canada and Europe. Rarely seen historic pieces, shown alongside some of the finest 
contemporary works, demonstrate the diversity and continuity of Native American art and culture 
from 200 B.C.E. to the present. 
 
Exhibition supported in part by the Terra Foundation for American Art, Peck Stacpoole Foundation, 
the Bay and Paul Foundations, Ellen and Steve Hoffman, ECHO (Education through Cultural and 
Historical Organizations) and the East India Marine Associates (EIMA) of the Peabody Essex Museum 

 
The Peabody Essex Museum, East India Square (161 Essex St) Salem, Massachusetts 01970  978-745-9500    (Toll Free) 866-745-1876    
 

  

 

http://www.pem.org/


 

 

Cre ating Native Space at Bridgewater State University  
by Joyce Rain Anderson 
 

uring the fall, Bridgewater State University held numerous events to educate about and 
honor Native American peoples including a powwow co-sponsored with the Mass. Center for 
Native American Awareness (MCNAA). Spearheaded by the Ethnic Studies Program, the 

Departments of English and Anthropology, the Pride Center and Film Studies brought in speakers 
and films. Also during November, local Native artists Kerri Helme-Boardley and Deborah Spears 
Moorehead displayed their works in the Maxwell Library.  Moorehead writes that the focus of her 
ÐÁÉÎÔÉÎÇÓ ÁÎÄ ÄÒÁ×ÉÎÇÓ ÁÒÅ ȰÔÏ ÁÓÓÅÒÔ ÔÈÅ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ %ÁÓÔÅÒÎ 7ÏÏÄÌÁÎÄ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ )ÎÄÉÁÎ ÐÁÓÔ ÁÎÄ 
ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔȢȱ ɉ-ÁØ×ÅÌÌ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙɊȢ (ÅÌÍÅ-Boardley work includes traditional Wampanoag pottery, 
quillwork and fingerweaving. 
 

                        
 
 
On October 18, Film Studies, the English Department and Ethnic Studies brought actor, musician, film 
maker and activist Gary Farmer (Cayuga) to campus. Farmer has had over 100 appearances in films 
and television series and is known for his role of Arnold Joseph in Smoke Signals. At BSU, Farmer 
showed short films including the Bear Tung, directed by Travis Shilling. During the discussion, Farmer 
spoke about his work as an actor and filmmaker and about Native peoples today. Following, several 
of us enjoyed lunch and more talk. 
  
 
Each year, Ethnic Studies pairs with the Pride Center to discuss two spirit peoples. Our program in 
October featured the film Two Spirits:  The Freddy Martinez Story.  Ȱ&ÒÅÄ -ÁÒÔÉÎÅÚ ×ÁÓ Á .ÁÖÁÊÏ ÂÏÙ 
×ÈÏ ×ÁÓ ÁÌÓÏ Á ÇÉÒÌȢ )Î ÅÁÒÌÉÅÒ ÅÒÁȟ ÈÅ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÒÅÖÅÒÅÄȢ )ÎÓÔÅÁÄ ÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÍÕÒÄÅÒÅÄȱ ɉTwo 
Spirits). Additionally Seminole poet Jennifer Lisa Vest led the discussion following the film and read 

ÐÏÅÍÓ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ Ȱ3ÏÍÅ 7ÉÌÌ 3ÁÙȢȱ  
 
Other films in our Native Film Series include the 1991 PBS  In 
ÔÈÅ 7ÈÉÔÅ -ÁÎȭÓ )ÍÁÇÅ and the 2004 Plastic Warriors, directed 
by Amy Tall Chief. )Î ÔÈÅ 7ÈÉÔÅ -ÁÎȭÓ )ÍÁÇÅ, the history of the 
Carlisle Indian Industrial School is presented. Plastic Warriors 
is about harmful First Nations stereotypes including sports 
team mascots.  

D 


