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Dear Members:  This newsletter will update you on what we have been doing for the past 

several months and what is coming up. It reports on events and activities from the beginning of 

April through the end of June 2018.  8ÖÜɀÓÓɯÙÌÈËɯand see just how busy we have been! 

 

MCNAA Newsletter  ï Summer  2018  
 

 

e are happy to welcome Chappaquiddick Wampanoag 

Tribal Member, Patricia Rocker, as a new voice and 

helpful alliance to our Advisory Council. On April 6, 2018, she 

joined current Advisory Council members Eva Blake, JulieAnn 

Corbin, Rick Pouliot, and Kate  Yeomans. For those of you who 

know Patricia, you know that she is a strong Native women 

who is well informed about numerous subjects that affect 

many of us in 'Indian Coun try'. She also stands strong on 

Indigenous rights and social justice issues.  These attributes 

will compliment board member Claudia Fox Tree ɀÚɯÞÖÙÒ on 

MCNAA's social justice -social change initiatives as well as 

cultural and other aspects of the organization. She has so much 

to offer .  Please read what Patricia has to say about herself: 

 

Ɂ(ɯÈÔɯÒÕÖÞÕɯÈÚɯɁÙÜÕÕÐÕÎɯËÖÌɂ a member of the Chappaquiddick - Wampanoag Tribe. My 

heritage is of the North -East Woodlands People that includes Mi'kMaq, Abenaki and 

Wampanoag ancestry mixed over the centuries with both African and Celtic Peoples. I was 

brought up in a home that honored our culture, not through ceremonies and rituals but in how 

you treat others. We were brought up to honor both the old and the young of our famil ies. We 

also were made to understand the sacrifice that is made for our sustenance with the death of 

animals or the harvesting of plants of the foods we consumed. I grew up doing many of the 

things that a lot of the day -to-day practices of a Native family;  clamming and fishing, wild berry 

and plant picking, maintaining gardens of fruit, vegetable and herbs, and both of my 

W 
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grandparents kept animals for slaughter. The stories told to me as a young child by my great -

grandparents and grandparents, prepared me to think as they thought about nature, living 

beings, family, money, spirituality vs. religion, etc. I was brought up to understand the 

importance of our multi -generational family unit and the connections necessary through each 

generation to ensure the young are taught to LIVE our culture. My professional background 

includes over 30 years of human resources management. I have spent the last 20 years self-

employed as a global total rewards consultant. I specialize in the design and development of 

compensation and benefit programs for global employers. My professional skills include 

program/project management, contract negotiation, policy and procedure development, 

professional training and coaching, interpretation of government rules and regulations and the 

sales and negotiation of business services. I have volunteered with many organizations through 

my career. I spent fifteen years with a domestic violence agency providing legal advocacy in the 

courts, plus back-up hot -line coverage. I have also provided tutor ing to junior and high school 

students in both math and sciences, and coaching for multiple sports at the city and club level. I 

am currently trying to use social media to educate myself and my network. I hope to effect 

change on some of the critical issues that affect our community; missing and murdered women 

(domestic violence and trafficking, stolen children (from both over the past to the present day), 

poverty and the living conditions of our local northeast reservations, fatalities of the Natives by 

police (NLM & BLM), the polluting of our  environment both public and Native lands, self -

esteem of Natives and education of Non -Natives (mascots, exploitation, substance dependency 

and mental health). I think the most critical issue that faces us today is to pass our culture to our 

Native children. I look forward to serving our community and working with the MCNAA 

!ÖÈÙËȮɯÛÏÈÕÒɯàÖÜɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÐÕÝÐÛÈÛÐÖÕȭɂ 

 

She has already been an inspiration to the organization and helpful in so many different ways. 

The MCNAA  Board of Directors welcomes Patricia!   

 

 

 

 

JOIN ONE OF OUR  TEAM S: We are still looking for a dditional fresh voices to 

complement our Teams. If you have a strong connection to our organization and want to 

share your expertise, why not consider sitting on the Board of Directors or joining the 

Advisory Council. For more details and to be considered, please contact Tony at 

mcnaa3@aol.com.  He wi ll send you the information.  

 

 
 

Board Members 
Dawn Duncan, Claudia Fox Tree, Kim Orben, 

Anthony Silva, and Burne Stanley -Peters. 

 

Advisory Council Members 

Eva Blake * JulieAnn Corbin * Rick Pouliot * 

Patricia Rocker * Kate Yeomans.  

mailto:mcnaa3@aol.com
mailto:mcnaa3@aol.com
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LOS OJOS DEL CAMINO / THE EYES OF THE JOURNEY  
by Claudia A. Fox Tree, Board Member 

 

 was invited to represent the M ass. Center for Native American Awareness at an event on 

Sunday, April 8, 2018  at First Parish in Brookline for the Boston premiere screening of 

documentary film by Rodrigo Otero Heraud. It was cinematically beautiful and fol lowed 

Andean spiritual leader, Hipólito Peralta Ccama  (left), as 

he traveled through the spectacular Peruvian highlands. 

He explores the waterfalls, rocky outcroppings, and 

green hillsides, sometimes following a clear road or path, 

and other times forging his own way along the 

mountainsides. We hear his prayers for the Earth, 

comments on nature, and reflections on the people he 

encounters along the way. He spoke in Quechua, but 

thankfully the film is subtitled in English (with other 

language options, depending on where it is being 

screened). 

 

The film has been descriÉÌËɯÈÚɯÈɯɁÝÐÚÜÈÓɯ×ÖÌÔɂɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÐÚɯ

ÈÕɯÐÕÛÌÙÌÚÛÐÕÎɯÖÉÚÌÙÝÈÛÐÖÕȭɯ/ÌÙÈÓÛÈɀÚɯÊÖÕÕÌÊÛÐÖÕɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ

earth and focus on the future generations resonated for 

me, as we try to pass on cultural and spiritual practices 

ÞÐÛÏÐÕɯÖÜÙɯÖÞÕɯÍÈÔÐÓÐÌÚȭɯ(ɯÞÖÕËÌÙÌËȮɯɁ3ÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÏÖÞɯÈɯ

joÜÙÕÌàɯÊÈÕɯÐÕÚ×ÐÙÌɯÚ×ÐÙÐÛÜÈÓɯÎÙÖÞÛÏȭɂɯ'ÌÙÌɯÈÙÌɯÚÖÔÌɯ

quotes from the movie that illustrate the journey, reflect 

the poetry, and inspired me:  

¶ Ɂ6ÈÛÌÙɯÎÐÝÌÚɯÏÌÙɯÓÖÝÌɯÛÖɯÌÝÌÙàÖÕÌȮɯÕÖÛɯ

ËÐÚÛÐÕÎÜÐÚÏÐÕÎɯÉÌÛÞÌÌÕɯÎÖÖËɯÈÕËɯÉÈËȭɂ 

¶ Ɂ/ÓÈÕÛÚɯÎÙÖÞɯÈÓÖÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÓÐÕÌÚɯÖÍɯÛÌÈÙÚɯÚÏÌËɯÉàɯÙÖÊÒÚɯÞÏÖɯÈÙÌɯÍÜÓÓɯÖÍɯÓÖÝÌȭɂ 

¶ Ɂ3ÏÌÙÌɯÊÈÕÕÖÛɯÉÌɯÖÕÓàɯÖÕÌɯÉÌÓÐÌÍɯÍÖÙɯÌÝÌÙàÖÕÌȭɯ6ÌɯÈÙÌɯÊÖÕËÐÛÐÖÕÌËɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯ×ÓÈÊÌɯÞÌɯÓÐÝÌɯÈÕËɯ

ÛÏÌɯÍÖÖËɯÞÌɯÌÈÛȭɯ1ÐÛÜÈÓÚɯÛÏÈÛɯ×ÈàɯÙÌÚ×ÌÊÛɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÌÈÙÛÏɯÝÈÙàȭɂ 

¶ Ɂ3ÏÌɯÔÖÜÕÛÈÐÕÚɯÛÈÒÌɯÊÈÙÌɯÖÍɯÜÚɯÏÖÓÐÚÛÐÊÈÓÓàȮɯÛÏÌàɯÙÐÚÌɯÐÕɯÊÐÙÊÓÌÚȮɯÈÕËɯÔÈÒÌɯÜÚɯÊÖÕÛÌÔ×ÓÈÛÌȭɂ 

 

Heraud and Peralta were present for the talkback afterwards. There were more than twenty 

indigenous Quechua-speaking Ecuadorians who came from Milford, MA. Fortunately, there 

were translators, so we could all follow the conversati ons. A long term friend, Rosalba Solis  

prepared a delicious vegetarian Mexican feast for all of us to enjoy afterwards.  

 

 

I 
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ESSEX COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION  

by Burne Stanley-Peters, Board Member 

 

dvisory Council Member Kate Yeomans and Board Member Anthony Silva  (below) 

attended the Essex County Arts & Culture Summit  at the Cabot Theatre in Beverly, MA 

on Friday,  April 13, 2018. The purpose of the summit was to introduce Essex County 

Community Foundation sɀ Creative County Initiative -- a new way of collaborative thinking 

about the future of arts and culture in Essex 

County.   Both floors of the theatre were 

packed with over 400 arts and cultural 

organizations, artists, designers, community 

leaders, city and town planners, etc. After the 

summit, Kate reached out to us to schedule a 

meeting with available Board Members on 

April 18 th  so she could more deeply 

understand how she could best support our 

goals as it relates to the new arts and culture 

initiative.  She left the meeting with a good 

understanding about our goals and follow ed 

up with an arts member in her community 

who sit s on the Steering Committee of this I nitiative. After a meeting with the member and a 

×ÏÖÕÌɯÊÈÓÓɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ%ÖÜÕËÈÛÐÖÕÚɀɯ×ÙÖÎÙÈÔɯËÐÙÌÊÛÖÙȮɯÍÌÌÓÐÕÎɯÐÕÚ×ÐÙÌËɯÈnd encouraged, Kate met 

with us again.  We drafted language for a Letter of Interest and days later submitted it to the 

Foundation.  Several weeks later, we received word that we were invited to submit a full 

proposal for  our collaborative project  so I jumped on it . Having worked for two weeks from the 

wrong application that the Foundation erred in uploading to their site, our turn -around time 

was short in writing and su bmitting the application. But I was able to pull it together in a wee k 

and a half along with numerous  attachments which I  identified ( and in some cases had to 

create) and submitted it to the Foundation. One of the most difficult part s of the proposal was 

reaching out to and getting  commitments from prospective business/corporate sponsors (radio 

stations & newspapers) to be partners with us on the project because collaboration i s key for 

this specific grant.  We succeeded but it was not easy. What an education both Tony and I  got!  

Now we wait to hear if our  application is selected for funding.    

A 

                   

                               Grants Information Session  
 

On Thursday, June 28, 2018, Tony attended a Grants Information Session of the Boston 

Foundation.  The gathering provided an oppor tunity for him to learn more about the ir  

program s, ask questions, and discuss their application and review process. He also listened to 

questions asked by other attendees. He left the event with a greater  understanding of the 

ÍÖÜÕËÈÛÐÖÕÚɀɯÌß×ÌÊÛÈÛÐÖÕÚɯÈÕËɯÈ××ÓÐÊÈÛÐÖÕɯ×ÙÖÊÌÚÚȭ   
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by Burne Stanley-Peters, Board Member 

 

n Saturday, April 14, 2018, MCNAA held its Annual Oldies -But-Goodies Spring 

Fundraising D ance at the American Legion Function Hall in Canton, MA.  Nothing 

new to report on our end as we always have a full house, the food is always delicious, 

and it is always so much fun.  

 

Seeing that we always have a full house, one of our regular attendees mentioned the name of 

another venue in Canton that holds more people and suggested that we look into it. He thought 

the idea of a larger venue would be great so that we could invite more people to join us, those 

who enjoy the music of yesteryear.  I feel, as most of the dance committee members do, that the 

hall accommodates all those who attend.  We feel the only issue might be a little congestion 

when we line up for the buffet. But at this dance we pushed in a table and was able to make a 

two -sided buffet and that helped.  For the time being, we 

have decided to stay at the Legion Hall. 

 

Here are a few comments we received after the dance 

that I would like to share with you : 

 

ɂErin M. So much fun! And the food was great, too. Dance 

floor was so full, some lady was calling out directions for 

Electric Slide!! People love to dance :-) Thanks so much for 

ÖÙÎÈÕÐáÐÕÎɯÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯÎÙÌÈÛɯÌÝÌÕÛȭɂ 

 

ɂClaudia F.  I didn't dance as much as I usually do, had so 

much fun talking and meeting new folks - but I must have 

danced "enough" because I sure am sore today!ɂ 

 

ɂHelyn S. Great to see you again!  As always, it was a great 

time. We all had a wonderful time.  See you at the next one!  

!ÌÚÛɯ6ÐÚÏÌÚȭɂ 

 

At the end of the dance, which has now become a routine occurrence, a number of the regular 

couples asked again if we will have  ÈËËÐÛÐÖÕÈÓɯËÈÕÊÌÚȭɯ Úɯ(ɯÞÈÚÕɀt quite sure how we could  fit  

in another dance, I was reluctant to commit to looking into it. Following the week of the event , 

dance friends wrote still expressing interest in another dance before the next scheduled one in 

December.  So I sent an e-mail to our dance friends asking for anyone with genuine interest in 

attending another dance before December, probably in late September, to write back .  I felt, if 

we didÕɀÛɯget a large response, then the subject would be dropped.  

O 

Fundraising Dance  

Supporters Harry The Hawk, Frankie 
Orben, and Lee Braveheart. 
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Well, the e-mails came in almost immediately  with  an overwhelming positive response. 

Amongst the many replies, this one stood out the most from a lovely couple we have grown to 

know from these dances: 

ɂHello Burne, we would love to join you for the September 

dance!! We always meet such interesting people and love to 

dance to the oldies. The food is always wonderful and we really 

have so much fun there. The bonus is always supporting and 

seeing you and supporting a very worthwhile and important 

cause. With much gratitude for all your efforts, caring and 

commitment. Love, Shelly.ɂ 

 

Two other responses that caÕɀÛɯÉÌɯÐÎÕÖÙÌË are ɬ  

Ɂ3his would be WONDERFULɭsome of us were saying that 

December is a long time to wait for another fabulous evening 

together. Yours, 'ÌÓÌÕÌɯ,ÈÙÛÌÓɯÈÕËɯÍÙÐÌÕËÚȭɂ  

 

 ÕËȱ  ɁHi Burne, Hope all is well. We would be delighted to 

come to the September Dance. Please include us as well as my 

sister and her friend, that would be 4 of us. Let us know if it's  a 

go.  ÕÕɯȫɯ/ÏÖÛÐÖÚȭɂ 

 

After receiving and reading so many similar e -mails, how do you not go ahead and plan 

another dance!  2ÖȮɯÐÛɀÚɯÖÍÍÐÊÐÈl? We will hold  an Autumn Oldies -But-Goodies Fundraising 

Dance on September 29, 2018 ÐÕɯ"ÈÕÛÖÕȮɯ, ȭɯ(ÛɀÚɯÈɯÎÙÌÈÛɯÖ××ÖÙÛÜÕÐÛàɯÈÕËɯÍÜÕɯÞÈàɯÛÖɯÙÈÐÚÌɯ

ÈËËÐÛÐÖÕÈÓɯÍÜÕËÚɯÍÖÙɯÖÜÙɯ2ÊÏÖÓÈÙÚÏÐ×ɯ/ÙÖÎÙÈÔȭɯ2Öȱȭɯ,ÈÙÒɯ8ÖÜÙɯ"ÈÓÌÕËÈÙ and plan to join us!  

 

 

WALK AGAINST GENOCIDE  

 

he Mass. Center for Native American Awareness was a co-sponsor of the Annual Genocide 

Walk on Sunday, April 22,  2018. The event began at 1:30 PM at the Holocaust Memorial in 

Boston (pictured below) for a gathering and speakers, followed by a walk to the Armenian 

'ÌÙÐÛÈÎÌɯ/ÈÙÒɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ&ÙÌÌÕÞÈàɯÍÖÙɯÈɯÊÓÖÚÐÕÎɯ×ÙÖÎÙÈÔȭɯɯ1ÌÈËɯ"ÓÈÜËÐÈɀÚɯÙÌ×ÖÙÛɯÉÌÓÖÞȭ 

 

ɁFor the second year in a row, I was invited to represent the Mass. Center for Native American 

Awareness at the 5th Annual March Against Genocide. I had the honor of sharing the "floor" 

with these wonderful speakers on a terrible topic (genocide): Eric Cohen - MC welcome;  Fred 

Manasse ɬ Holocaust;  Paul Rabchenuk - Ukrainian Holodomor;  Bora Chiemruom ɬ Cambodia;  

Chantal Kayitesi ɬ Rwanda;  Edina Skaljic ɬ Bosnia;  Herman Purutyan ɬ Armenia;  Seyhmus 

Yuksekkaya ɬ Kurds;  Mohamed Khalifa ɬ Sudan. My awareness is raised! As, Herman said, 

"We need to educate and to act." 

 

T 
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Here is my speech published on Apr il  22, 2018 - Thank you all for coming out. So much o f what 

the previous speakers have said ring true for the indigenous people of North and South  

America. I am a testament to the survival of 500 years of genocide on this land that many of us 

have benefited from. I wanted to dedicate my talk today to the ÈÕÊÌÚÛÖÙÚɯÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯÐÍɯÛÏÌàɯÏÈËÕɀÛɯ

ÚÜÙÝÐÝÌËȮɯ(ɯÞÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯÉÌɯÏÌÙÌɯÛÖËÈàȭ 

 

 ÕËȮɯÞÏÌÕɯÞÌɯÚ×ÌÈÒɯÖÜÙɯÓÈÕÎÜÈÎÌȮɯÌÝÌÕɯÐÍɯÖÕÓàɯÖÕÌɯÞÖÙËȮɯÌÝÌÕɯÐÍɯÐÛɀÚɯÕÖÛɯ×ÌÙÍÌÊÛȮɯÖÜÙɯÈÕÊÌÚÛÖÙÚɯ

hear us. 

 

Good day sisters and brothers. My ancestral linage is Arawak from the island tha t we called 

Yurumein and my name is Claudia 

Fox Tree. I am happy to be there and I 

said this 4 times to honor the four 

directions. I offer my deep 

appreciation to the celestial cosmos 

(the universe). I offer deep 

appreciation to the moon. I offer deep 

appreciation to the earth mother (who 

is our existence). I offer deep 

appreciation to the air (the lady which 

gives breath from the center ɬ 

sometimes she gets made and gets 

known as the hurricane). I offer deep 

appreciation to fire. Water is life (it 

has sacred breath.) 

 

(ɀÔɯÎÖÕÕÈɯÉÌɯÚ×ÌÈÒÐÕÎɯÖÕɯÔàɯÖÞÕɯÌß×ÌÙÐÌÕÊÌÚɯÉÜÛɯÈÓÚÖɯÛÏÌɯÌß×ÌÙÐÌÕÊÌɯÖÍɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÞÏÖɯÈÙÌɯÓÐÒÌɯ

me. Who share the same historical trauma and struggle of being indigenous people whose 

ancestors first figured out what they could eat on this land, wha t they could use for homes on 

this land, and for clothing on this land, and who held the bones of every single one of our 

ancestors. 

 

It is important to recognize that this land we are standing on is indigenous land. The 

Wampanoag, Nipmuc, and other Massachusetts nations first walked, lived, and named 

ÌÝÌÙàÛÏÐÕÎɯÖÕɯÛÏÐÚɯÓÈÕËɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌàɯÊÈÓÓÌËȮɯɁ2ÏÈÞÔÜÛȮɂɯÈÕËɯÞÌɯÊÈÓÓȮɯɁ!ÖÚÛÖÕȭɂɯ6ÏÐÓÌɯÔàɯÕÈÛÐÖÕȮɯ

ÛÏÌɯ ÙÈÞÈÒȮɯÐÚÕɀÛɯÕÖÛɯÍÙÖÔɯÏÌÙÌȮɯ(ɯÏÈÝÌɯÉÌÌÕɯÌÔÉÙÈÊÌËɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯÓÖÊÈÓɯÐÕËÐÎÌÕÖÜÚɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÈÕËɯÞÌɯ

have a shared history anËɯÊÜÓÛÜÙÌɯÈÚɯɁÍÐÙÚÛɯÊÖÕÛÈÊÛɂɯÌß×ÌÙÐÌÕÊÌÚȭ 

(ɯÞÈÕÛÌËɯÛÖȱɯ(ɀÔɯÚÖɯÎÓÈËɯÛÏÈÛɯàÖÜɯËÐËɯÛÏÌɯ/ÈÚÛÖÙɀÚɯȹ,ÈÙÛÐÕɯ-ÐÌÔġÓÓÌÙȺɯ×ÐÌÊÌɯÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯ(ɯÞÈÚɯ

thinking of that as I was preparing my notes for today and how is it reflective of indigenous 

people. And so, here it is. 
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FÐÙÚÛɯÛÏÌàɯÛÖÖÒɯÖÜÙɯÓÈÕËȱɯ3ÏÌÕɯÛÏÌàɯÛÖÖÒɯÖÜÙɯÉÖËÐÌÚȱɯÛÖɯÞÖÙÒɯÛÏÌÐÙɯ×ÓÈÕÛÈÛÐÖÕÚɯÈÕËɯ×ÈÕɯÍÖÙɯ

ÎÖÓËȭɯ3ÏÌÕɯÛÏÌàɯÛÖÖÒɯÖÜÙɯÍÖÖËɯÚÖÜÙÊÌȱɯÙÌÛÖÖÓÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÓÈÕËɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÐÕÝÈÚÐÝÌɯ×ÓÈÕÛÚɤÈÕÐÔÈÓÚȭɯ+ÈÛÌÙȮɯ

ÚÓÈÜÎÏÛÌÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÉÜÍÍÈÓÖȭɯ3ÏÌÕɯÛÏÌàɯÛÖÖÒɯÖÜÙɯÙÌÓÐÎÐÖÕȱɯÈÕËɯÍÖÙÊÌËɯ"ÏÙistianity on us. Then they 

ÛÖÖÒɯÖÜÙɯÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕȱɯÜÕÛÐÓɯƕƝƛƜȮɯÈÕËɯÕÖÞɯÖÜÙɯÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕɯÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÌɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÛÈÒÌÕɯÈÕËɯ×ÜÛɯÐÕÛÖɯÍÖÚÛÌÙɯ

ÊÈÙÌȭɯ3ÏÌÕɯÛÏÌàɯÛÖÖÒɯÖÜÙɯÓÈÕÎÜÈÎÌȱɯÉàɯÕÖÛɯÈÓÓÖÞÐÕÎɯÜÚɯÛÖɯÚ×ÌÈÒɯÐÛȭɯ3ÏÌÕɯÛÏÌàɯÛÖÖÒɯÖÜÙɯÓÐÝÌÚȱɯ

3ÏÌɯÛÌÙÔɯɁ%ÐÕÈÓɯ2ÖÓÜÛÐÖÕɂɯÞÈÚɯÕÖÛɯÊÖÐÕÌËɯÉà the Nazis, it was the Indian Affairs Super -

ÐÕÛÌÕËÌÕÛȮɯ#ÜÕÊÈÕɯ"ÈÔ×ÉÌÓÓɯ2ÊÖÛÛɯÍÙÖÔɯ"ÈÕÈËÈȭɯ3ÏÌÕɯÛÏÌàɯÛÖÖÒɯÖÜÙɯÞÖÔÌÕȱɯÞÏÖɯÈÙÌɯÙÈ×ÌËȮɯ

murdered, and disappearing at alarming rates. They are murdered over 10X the national 

average and raped at 2 1/2 times the avÌÙÈÎÌȭɯ3ÏÌÕɯÛÏÌàɯÛÖÖÒɯÖÜÙɯÐÔÈÎÌȱɯÍÖÙɯÚ×ÖÙÛÚɯÛÌÈÔɯ

names, for butter and milk products, to sell cornstarch, and so much more. Then they took the 

ÙÌÚÛɯÖÍɯÖÜÙɯÊÜÓÛÜÙÌȱɯÉàɯÈ××ÙÖ×ÙÐÈÛÐÕÎɯ×ÈÙÛÚɯÖÍɯÖÜÙɯÓÈÕÎÜÈÎÌɯÈÕËɯ×ÐÌÊÌÚɯÖÍɯÖÜÙɯÊÜÓÛÜÙÌȮɯÖÜÙɯ

words are no longer associated with their original meanings ɬ think of these words: Winnebago, 

Sequoyah, Pontiac, and Apache. By taking our clothing and using it for costumes on Halloween, 

ÞÌɯÉÌÊÖÔÌɯÈɯɁÚÐÕÎÓÌɯÚÛÖÙàɂɯÝÐÈɯÈɯÚÐÕÎÓÌɯÐÔÈÎÌȭɯ!àɯÛÈÒÐÕÎɯÖÜÙɯÏÌÈËËÙÌÚÚÌÚȮɯÖÜÙɯÖÞÕɯÞÈÙÙÐÖÙs are 

mocked after earning each feather. That would be like taking the medals that service men 

win/are awarded and wearing them as a costume. I wear my regalia today as a visual 

representation that we are not one single story, that we have a lot of diversity among all of the 

nations that are represented in the indigenous Americas. 

 

6ÏÈÛɯÛÏÌàɯÊÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯÛÈÒÌɯÉàɯ×ÏàÚÐÊÈÓɯÈÕËɯÊÜÓÛÜÙÈÓɯÎÌÕÖÊÐËÌȮɯÛÏÌàɯÛÖÖÒɯÉàɯ×È×ÌÙɯÎÌÕÖÊÐËÌȭɯ%ÖÙɯ

ÌßÈÔ×ÓÌȮɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ"ÈÙÐÉÉÌÈÕȮɯÛÏÌɯÍÐÙÚÛɯÊÌÕÚÜÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÈÚɯÛÈÒÌÕɯÏÈËɯÛÏÌɯÊÈÛÌÎÖÙàɯÖÍɯɁ(ÕËÐÈÕȮɂɯÛÏÌɯÕÌßÛɯ

ÊÌÕÚÜÚɯÖÕÓàɯÏÈËɯɁÔÜÓÈÛÛÖȭɂ 

 

BUT WE HAVE SURVIVED, 

ÌÝÌÕɯÛÏÖÜÎÏȱɯƝƔǔɯÖÍɯÈÓÓɯ

manuscripts written about 

Native people are authored by 

non-Native writers. Our 

schools teach almost nothing 

about treaties, land rights, and 

water rights. There is nothi ng 

about the fact that tribes and 

nations are still fighting to be 

recognized and determine 

sovereignty. Only 67% of 

mixed blood multiracial Native Americans finished high school, compared to the national 

average of 80%. Indigenous youth have a suicide rate 3x that of their peers (males are 8x 

greater). Indigenous people face issues of mass incarceration and policing and are the MOST 

likely minority to be killed by police per capita. The federal government is still stripping 

Indigenous people of their land.  Exploitation of natural resources threatens not only Indigenous 

communities, but all of us. Indigenous patients receive inadequate health care. We continue to 

protest pipelines running across the land, protect national parks, and fight for enforcement of 

treaty rights.ɂɯ 
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DAWNLAND  

by Claudia A. Fox Tree, Board Member 

 

n April 26, 2018, the culmination of a 6 year project, 

hit the big screen ɬ Dawnland had its Boston 

premiere at the Independent Film Festival in 

Somerville, MA. This documentary film is about the 

Wabanaki ɬ the people of the dawn ɬ finally having a moment 

to tell their tr uth and to be heard. Through their tears and 

×ÈÐÕȮɯ#ÈÞÕÓÈÕËɯÊÈ×ÛÜÙÌÚɯ,ÈÐÕÌɀÚɯÈÛÛÌÔ×ÛɯÛÖɯÙÌÊÖÕÊÐÓÌɯÛÈÒÐÕÎɯ

children away from their indigenous families. (ɀÔɯÛÈÓÒÐÕÎɯ

about Native American boarding schools.  I cried when it 

started (because I knew this was a horrific event) and I cried 

when it ended (because now other people know about it .) 

These horrific institutions stopped in 1978, but the taking of our indigenous future, in the form 

of our children, is ongoing. Like when slavery ended, but transferred its sy stematic lack of 

equal rights to the Jim Crow era, the system of colonial replacement of Native American culture 

transitioned from the military model boarding schools to the United States foster care system  

 

Two organizations are featured in the film. The Maine Wabanaki-State Child Welfare Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission (TRC) was formed in 2012 to seek an understanding of what 

happened to indigenous people and to make amends. The Maine-Wabanaki REACH 

(Reconciliation, Engagement, Advocacy, Change, Healing) organization was responsible for 

convening the TRC and it now uses the commission's findings to continue to improve tribal -

state relations. Adam Mazo and Ben Pender-Cudlip, the directors of Dawnland, are local 

Massachusetts guys who learned about the TRC and wanted to bring it to light. As the 

ÊÖÔ×ÖÚÌÙɯÍÖÙɯ#ÈÞÕÓÈÕËȮɯ)ÌÕÕÐÍÌÙɯ*ÙÌÐÚÉÌÙÎɯÚÈàÚȮɯɁ3ÏÌàɯÈÙÌɯÞÏÐÛÌɯËÖÐÕÎɯÐÛɯÙÐÎÏÛȭɂ 

 

In 2016, I was one of the 610 Kickstarter backers who pledged a total of $57,795 to help bring 

this project to life. Mishy Lesser, the Learning Director, saw my name on the Kickstarter list, 

realized that I was local, and we met for coffee. From there, our relationship developed. Mishy 

would send me clips of film or lessons, and I would comment based on my experiences as a 

teacher and my expertise in Native American history and culture, where it was relevant. I have 

a small part in this important larger project, consulting on the accompanying curriculum 

created by Mishy and her co-conspirators/accomplices. The curriculum will expand th e stories 

begun in the film. I keep thinking that it would be amazing if every state took the time to listen 

and hear about the devastating effects of contact, both initial and ongoing, and seek to make 

amends. 

 

If you are interested in bringing this docum entary to your community, please contact the 

organizers through their website: http://dawnland.org/screenings/    

 

 

O 

http://dawnland.org/screenings/
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ANTI -RACISM ORGANIZING IN THE SUBURBS:  VISIONING -NETWORKING -

SKILL BUILDING  

 
oard Member Claudia Fox Tree represented 

the organization on Saturday, April 28, 2018 

ÈÛɯÛÏÌɯɁ ÕÛÐ-Racism Organizing iÕɯÛÏÌɯ2ÜÉÜÙÉÚɂɯ

event. It was held in Melrose at the First United 

Methodist Church and organized by  

Community Change, Inc.  (CCI),  the Ant i-Racism 

Organizing in the Suburbs (AROS) working group  

and the Winchester Multicultural Network 

(WMCN) .  Read "ÓÈÜËÐÈɀÚɯreport below. 

 

ɁHeather Leavell, Linda Thomas, and I presented an updated version of the lecture they did for 

the Mass. Center for Native American Awareness  about a year ago (Spring 2017 lecture series) 

at a conference held in Melrose, MA. We discussed the challenges and successes in bringing Bill 

S2367 to eliminate Native American mascot imagery to the Massachusetts Senate, which was 

ÐÕÛÙÖËÜÊÌËɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯ3ÌÞÒÚÉÜÙàɯ2ÛÈÛÌɯ2ÌÕÈÛÖÙɯ!ÈÙÉÈÙÈɯ ȭɯ+ɀ(ÛÈÓÐÌÕȭ 

 

I was struck by the process Heather went through. She talked about how she investigated the 

history of mascots in Melrose by scouring school yearbooks and newspapers at the library. It 

was necessary for her to have authentic visuals and history because she would be confronted 

ÞÐÛÏɯÞÏÈÛɯÚÏÌɯÊÈÓÓÌËɯɁÊÙÌÈÛÐÝÌɯÚÛÖÙÐÌÚɂɯÈÕËɯɁÙÌÝÐÚÐÖÕÐÚÛɯÏÐÚÛÖÙàɂɯÍÙÖÔɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÞÏÖɯÈÙÎÜÌËɯÛÏÈÛɯ

there was an honorable history to the mascot. In fact, there was no honor and even worse 

caricatures and racism. As she researched the history, she saw racially hostile behaviors ɬ 

people dressed as mascots doing violent things to others. Later, cartoons on each page with 

ÛÏÌÚÌɯÐÔÈÎÌÚȭɯ6ÏÌÕɯÚÏÌɯÉÙÖÜÎÏÛɯÛÏÌɯÛÙÜÛÏɯÈÉÖÜÛɯ,ÌÓÖÙÚÌɀÚɯhistory to light, she was met with 

ÏÖÚÛÐÓÐÛàȮɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÚÏÌɯÊÏÈÙÈÊÛÌÙÐáÌËɯÈÚɯɁÞÏÐÛÌɯ×ÙÐÝÐÓÌÎÌɯÚÏÈ×ÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯ

ÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɯËÐÚÊÖÜÙÚÌȭɂɯ%ÖÙɯÜÚȮɯÈÚɯÐÕËÐÎÌÕÖÜÚɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌȮɯ-ÈÛÐÝÌɯ ÔÌÙÐÊÈÕɯÔÈÚÊÖÛÙàɯȹÐÔÈÎÌÚȮɯ

songs, dances, dresses, etc.) devalues our culture and people, so it makes it impossible to heal 

from genocide. 

 

The keynote was George Lakey, an organizer, and the writer for WagingNonviolence.org. He 

×ÙÌÚÌÕÛÌËɯÔÈÕàɯÐËÌÈÚɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÈÒÐÕÎɯÖÕÌɀÚɯɁ×ÌÙÚÖÕÈÓɂɯÐÚÚÜÌȮɯÊÖÕÕÌÊÛÐÕÎɯÞÐÛÏɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÖÙÎÈÕÐáÌÙÚȮɯ

and forming a larger coalition. Besides removing Native American Mascots, the topics 

discussed included: affordable housing, criminal law reform and ending mass incarceration, 

water injustice, successful campaigns targeting decision-ÔÈÒÌÙÚȮɯÞÏÐÛÌɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɀÚɯÙÖÓÌɯÐÕɯ

challenging structural racism, and street outreach in white communities.  

 

One of the highlights of the day was a panel composed of workshop presenters, so if you 

ÊÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯÚÌÌɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÙÒÚÏÖ×ȮɯàÖÜɯÚÛÐÓÓɯÎÖÛɯÈɯÛÈÚÛÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÛÖ×ÐÊÚȮɯÞÏÌÕɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛÌÙÚɯÚ×ÖÒÌɯÈÕËɯ

answered questions. The panel was moderated by Aba Tayler. Alongside Claudia Fox Tree, 

were Cherish Casey, a racial justice organizer with Essex County Community Organization; 

B 
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Atara Rich-Shea, a prison abolitionist and director of operations for the Mass. Bail Fund; Isaac 

Simon Hades, director and co-founder of Lynn United for Change Empowerment Project 

focusing on the struggle for the human right to housing; and Martin Henson, who hosts the 

BLM radio show on insightradioapp.com and represents BLM Boston in the  #deeperthanwater 

coalition which looks at incarceration and water justice.  

 

'ÌÙÌɯÈÙÌɯÚÖÔÌɯÖÛÏÌÙɯɁÛÈÒÌ-ÈÞÈàÚɂɯÈÕËɯØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÌÙÌɯÈËËÙÌÚÚÌËȯ 

¶ What does accountability look like? Learning? Education? Following the lead? Being the 

leader? 

¶ What are the barÙÐÌÙÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÒÌÌ×ɯÜÚɯÍÙÖÔɯɁÚÏÖÞÐÕÎɯÜ×ɂȳ 

¶ Why do some prisoners not even have clean water in prison? 

¶ When bail is posted, so folks can go back to their families, why is ICE is waiting at the door 

to take people out of the country? 

¶ 2ÖÔÌɯÍÖÓÒÚɯËÖÕɀÛɯÛÏÐÕÒɯÑÈÐÓÚɯare about them, but those jails are actually located in their 

suburb. We have more responsibility than we think. A District Attorney is an elected 

position and can make all the difference in creating a level playing field from charges, to 

amount of bail, t o diversion programs (or not).  

¶ ,ÈÚÚÈÊÏÜÚÌÛÛÚɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÏÈÝÌɯɁÖ×ÌÕɯÙÌÊÖÙËɯÓÈÞÚȮɂɯÚÖɯÞÌɯÊÈÕɀÛɯÌÝÌÕɯÒÕÖÞɯÞÏÖɯÐÚɯÉÌÐÕÎɯ

charged with what or the results of the case. Organizations have to send people to 

courthouses to take notes. 

¶ Claudia emphasized that if coloni zers took the land, how long before they take the water 

and the air?   

¶ We need steady education about many social justice topics. 

¶ If you buy merchandise, is the money going to indigenous people for the use of our images? 

¶ We need to seek leadership and guidance from indigenous organizations.ɂ  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMING UP FOR MCNAA ð MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

 

September 8-9   Intertribal Pow -Wow Ɂ"ÌÓÌÉÙÈÛÐÕÎɯƗƔɯ8ÌÈÙÚɯÈÛɯ/ÓÜÎɯ/ÖÕËɂ in partnership 

with the City of Haverhill, Plug Pond, Sanders Road, off Mill St., Haverhill, MA  This is a 

cultural arts event with the focus on cultural expression, cultural awareness & education, and 

sharing with the public.  See flyer  below. 
 

Saturday, September 29   Ɂ.ÓËÐÌÚ-But-&ÖÖËÐÌÚɂɯ ÜÛÜÔÕɯ%ÜÕËÙÈÐÚÐÕÎɯ#ÈÕÊÌȮɯ ÔÌÙÐÊÈÕɯ

Legion Hall, 950-R Washington St., Canton, MA  7:00PM-11PM.  Supper buffet, Cash bar, 

and 50/50 Raffle Drawing. Tickets: $12.00 each or $96.00 for a RESERVED family/friend 

table of 8.  This is a fundraising event for our scholarship program with the focus on dancing and 

fundraising. 
 

Sunday, October 21   20th Annual Fundraising Auction & Luncheon,  VFW Function Hall, 

12 Station St.,  Middleboro, MA  1:00 PM.  Luncheon Buffet, Live & Silent Auctions, and 

50/50 Raffle Drawing. Tickets: $10.00 each or $80.00 for family/tribal/organization table of 8. 

This is a fundraising event with the focus on bidding & fundraising.  
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HAVERHILL CULTURAL COUNCIL GALA GRANTEE RECEPTION   

by Burne Stanley-Peters, Board Member 

 

The Mass. Center for Native American 

Awareness was invited to attend the Gala 

Grantee 1ÌÊÌ×ÛÐÖÕɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ"ÐÛÐáÌÕɀÚɯ"ÌÕÛÌÙɯ

by the Haverhill Cultural Council  on 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018.  It was a night 

to honor the 2018 grantees of the 

Haverhill Cultural Council which 

MCNAA is a recipient. We were asked to 

showcase a few of the dances that take 

place at our pow-wows.  I organized a 

group of dancers that included Ricky, 

Harry, Lee, Rick H, Bear, 3ÈÛÈɀ-ÐÒÐ, Anno , 

"ÏÈÓÐɀÓÕÈÙÜȮɯ ÜÛÈØÜÈàȮɯ,ÈÙÐÈÏȮɯand 

Cheyenne.  Several of the youth dancers, who have been part of the Youth Empowerment & 

Cultural  Enrichment Program , took part in  the presentation. 

 

All MCNAA Board Members  (below left) and one Advisory 

Council Member were present and pitched in with t he 

following -- Dawn introduc ed Board Members and 

explained what the grant will be used for; Claudia acted as 

emcee and described the dances & regalia; Patricia made 

the initial contact with  the general manager of WHAV 

radio  who was present; Tony engaged in discussions with  

the general manager from  the radio station ; Kim helped 

with the set up; and I operated the audio music.  A t the 

end, Hobie wowed the audience with one of his favorite 

songs. North Shore friends Tasha and her Mom Cassandra 

(below right), Sly Fox & Claire, and Norma came to support 

the event and congratulate us on the grant award.  
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THE POWER OF CULTURE  SUMMIT  OF 

THE MASS CULTURAL COUNCIL (MCC)  

by Anthony Silva, Board Member 

 

n Wednesday May  23, 2018, I attended a 

Cultural Summit, in Ipswich, sponsored by 

the Mass Cultural Council  (MCC) event, 

ÌÕÛÐÛÓÌËɯɁÛÏÌɯ/ÖÞÌÙɯÖÍɯ"ÜÓÛÜÙÌɂȮɯÞÈÚɯÈÛÛÌÕËÌËɯÉàɯÈɯ

multitude of representatives from the Local 

Cultural Councils as well many community leaders 

and dignitaries from Essex County. The evening 

started with a presentation by the MCC team who 

gave an overview of their agency, its mission  & 

vision, its values, and their programs. Participants 

were then asked to form random breakout groups 

ÛÖɯËÐÚÊÜÚÚɯÛÏÌɯ×ÖÞÌÙɯÖÍɯ"ÜÓÛÜÙÌɯÈÕËɯÞÏÈÛɯÐÛɯÔÌÈÕÚɯÛÖɯÜÚȭɯ,""ɀÚɯÕÌÞɯ×ÙÖÎÙÈÔɯÌÕÛÐÛÓÌËɯɁThe 

Community Initiative ɂɯ×ÙÖ×ÖÚes Culture is integral to quality of life. It bridges divides of race, class, 

age, and geography. Culture honors the past, and engages citizens in common aspirations for their future.  

 

After an engaging conversation around the Power of Culture in Essex County, m any of the 

participants agreed that current cultural events in most communities do not accurately reflect 

all its members of their community and agree more dialogue is necessary. I did find time to 

network with many of the participants who were very  much interested in the Mass. Center for 

Native American Awareness  and its programs. A number of the participants exchanged 

business cards with me and asked if we might be able to collaborate in the future.  

 

 

A BRIDGE TO THE PAST:  AN EVENING OF  INDIGENOUS FOOD, FILM, & 

MUSIC   
by Claudia A. Fox Tree, Board Member 

 

 

limoth Plantation sponsored a special screening of the award-winning documentary film 

RUMBLE: The Indians Who Rocked the World followed by a Q & A session  on Friday, 

May 4, 2018.  

 

The film begins in 1646 when the 

Massachusetts Bay colony tells the 

indigenous people who are praying that they 

will be fined for singing, dancing, and 

drumming. It ends with a dedication to 

activist, author, spoken word artist, and 

musician, John Trudell. 

O 

P 

Anthony Silva (l), MCNAA Board Member, and 
Anthony Silva (r), retired news reporter-WBZ Radio 

and current Chair of the Marblehead Cultural 
Council. 


